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for an 'irreversible' legislative proposal; there is nothing that
a government might wish to do within the lifetime of Parliament
which could not be done to an industry by legislation which was
reversible. It could take over management and it could take
over, subject to meeting the prior charges, profits. If a govern-
ment were dissatisfied with these powers, it would be because
its real objective was not reform but revolution, not to untie its
own hands but to tie those of future generations, not to exercise
the prerogatives of a free sovereign Parliament but to deny
effective freedom and effective sovereignty to future Parlia-
ments. That, in effect, is the revolutionary intention behind
those Socialist proposals which seek to set up a completely
socialized state. If, after due deliberation and by an unmistak-
able and substantial majority, the people decide on a revolution,
then revolution must take its course. Nothing but military
force can in that case prevent it, and the remedy would be
worse than the disease. The free world cannot continue,
however, in the face of Communist aggression, with Great
Britain paralysed by the continuing threat of an economic
revolution. We must never forget that although the motive
force behind the British Socialist party to-day is mainly bureau-
cratic and traditional, a strong Communistic minority of the
trade unionists are supporters of Socialism because they see a
socialized state as one in which the industries would fall under
the control of the unions rather than under Parliament. As
long as the present generation of trade union leaders are in
power this might not be fatal, but in due course the old-
fashioned chapel-going Labour leaders will pass from the scene
and the future leadership of the unions may well lie with men
very much further to the left.

A most disquieting feature of Britain under Socialism is the
decline in public morality due to the decline not in religious
observance, which is of long standing, but in religious belief.
The Labour movement which used to voice the strong, simple,
and explicitly Christian belief of the chapels, against the more
Erastian views of the Establishment, is to-day becoming strongly
sceptical and secularist if not actively anti-clerical. A gulf is
opening up between the generations. There is painfully little
ethical difference between the conception of political right and